
FAFSA INFORMATION – 10/2021  

 

FAFSA is available - Oct 1, 2021 

FAFSA due April 15, 2022  -HOWEVER- SOME COLLEGES WILL SET 
THEIR OWN PRIORITY DEADLINE TO SUBMIT THE FAFSA.  MAKE SURE 
YOU CHECK WITH YOUR SPECIFIC COLLEGE TO SEE IF THEY HAVE A 
DIFFERENT DEADLINE! 

 

Getting Help 

If you need help filling out the FAFSA form, use these free tools: 

• Select the blue and white question mark icon next to a FAFSA 
question to view a "tool tip" that provides information about how 
to answer that question. 
 

• On the online FAFSA form, you can select the “Help” button at the 
top of the page to reach the “FAFSA Help” page, where you can 
view trending FAFSA topics, browse FAQs, search for more 
information, or select “Contact Us.” 
 

• Once you select “Contact Us,” you’ll have the option of emailing  
your question or, during business hours, chatting (in English or 
Spanish) with live technical support staff. (In the myStudentAid 
mobile app, you can find the contact information via the 
“hamburger menu”—the three parallel lines at the top right of the 
screen.) 

 
• Contact the financial aid office at the college or career school you 

plan to attend. 
 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/help
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/taxonomy/term/93?width=300px&height=auto&className=glossaryterm&closeButton=true


• Go to College Goal Sunday on Nov 7th, from 2:00-4:00 at Ivy 
Tech.  Bring all the information you need to complete the FAFSA 
with you to this event.   For more information,  go to 
www.CollegeGoalSunday.org 

 
• Go to one of PFW’s FAFSA Completion Nights on Oct. 21, Nov 17, 

or Dec 7th from 5:00-6:30 p.m., on the first floor of Kettler Hall – 
Financial Aid Office 

 

 

Gathering the Documents Needed to Apply 

The FAFSA questions ask for information about you (your name, date 
of birth, address, etc.) and about your financial situation. Depending 
on your circumstances (for instance, whether you’re a U.S. citizen or 
what tax form you used), you might need the following information 
or documents as you fill out the application: 

• Your Social Security number (it’s important that you enter it 
correctly on the FAFSA form!) 

• Your parents’ Social Security numbers if you are a dependent 
student 

• Your driver’s license number if you have one 
• Your Alien Registration number if you are not a U.S. citizen 
• Federal tax information or tax returns including IRS W-2 

information, for you and for your parents if you are a dependent 
student: 
• IRS 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ 
• Foreign tax return 
• Tax return for Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. 

Virgin Islands, the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, or Palau 

http://www.collegegoalsunday.org/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out#dependency
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out#dependency


• Records of your untaxed income, such as child support received, 
interest income, and veterans noneducation benefits, for you, and 
for your parents if you are a dependent student 

• Information on cash; savings and checking account balances; 
investments, including stocks and bonds and real estate (but not 
including the home in which you live); and business and farm assets 
for you, and for your parents if you are a dependent student 
 

Keep these records! You may need them again. Do not mail your 
records. 
 
 
 

Starting Your FAFSA® Quick Tips 
 

 
*FAFSA Filing Options 

 
You may choose any one of these methods to file a FAFSA: 
 
*Log in at studentaid.gov to apply online 
*Fill out the form in the myStudentAid mobile app (available on the 
App Store - iOS, or Google Play - Android 
*Complete a 2022-23 FAFSA PDF (Note:  You must print out and mail 
the FAFSA PDF for processing) 
*Request a print-out of the FAFSA PDF by calling 1-800-433-3242, 
then fill out the form and mail it for processing 
 
Before beginning the FAFSA, you will need to apply for a FSA-ID 
number. (Federal State Aid-ID). You can do this by going to the 
following website: studentaid.ed.gov 
 



If you are starting the application for the first time on studentaid.gov, 
select “START HERE.” As you begin, keep the following in mind: 

• Your name and Social Security number must match those on your 
Social Security card.   

• If you’re concerned about providing your personal information on 
the log-in page, choose the virtual keyboard option for additional 
security. 

• To ensure the application functions properly, make sure the pop-up 
blocker in your browser allows pop-ups from fafsa.ed.gov.  
  

If you’re starting for the first time on the myStudentAid mobile app, 
you will select “START HERE” and then be required to enter your FSA 
ID. You cannot fill out the FAFSA form on the mobile app without an 
FSA ID. 

If you are a male between the ages of 18-25 and you have not 
registered with the Selective Service System, select "Yes" when you 
are asked if you would like to be registered.  Otherwise, you won't be 
eligible to receive federal student aid.  This requirement applies to 
any person assigned the sex of male at birth. 

The following tips apply whether you’re filling out the form online or 
on the mobile app: 

• Near the beginning of the application, you’ll create a “save key,” a 
temporary password that you’ll use if you start your FAFSA form, 
save it without finishing it, then want to open it again later to finish 
it. One benefit of the save key is that students and parents can use 
this function to access the FAFSA form if they are completing the 
FAFSA in separate locations. (Unlike with the FSA ID, which needs 
to be kept private, it’s okay to tell your parent what your save key 
is.) 

• If you are going to be starting college in the summer following 
senior year, you will need to complete the 2021-2022 FAFSA along 
with the 2022-2023 FAFSA.  



 

*Identify Yourself  
 
• Use your legal name as it appears on your Social Security card. 
Nicknames or aliases will cause a processing delay. 
 
 • Read the questions carefully. The words "you" and "your" on the 
FAFSA always refer to the student, not the parents.  
 
• To be considered a veteran, you must have served on active duty and 
been discharged for a reason other than dishonorable conditions. If 
your service was only for training purposes (e.g. National Guard or 
Reserves, or ROTC), you are not considered a veteran for your federal 
financial aid application. 
 
• Remember to count yourself, the student, as one of the people in 
your household who will be a college student during the award year.  
 
 

*Your Dependents  

• A legal dependent is a person for whom you provide and will continue 

to provide more than half of their support. Support includes money, 

gifts, loans, housing, food, clothing, automobile, medical and dental 

care, and payment of college costs. If you have a child who is supported 

by your parents or someone else, you should answer "no" to the 

question that asks about legal dependents other than a spouse.  

• If you have an unborn child who will be born before or during the 

award year (July 1 through June 30) and will be your legal dependent, 

that child should be counted as a member of the household.  



 

*Given the Option for Work-Study or Student Loans 

• In the question that asks about your interest in different types of aid 

(e.g. work-study and student loans), answer "yes" to each question. 

Answering "yes" does not obligate you to accept a loan or work-study 

position, nor does it guarantee you'll be offered either. Answering "no" 

to these questions will not get you more grant aid.  

• Even if you qualify for the simplified needs test, you should still 

complete the asset information section of the FAFSA. Some states and 

schools use this information for computing their own financial aid 

awards.  

• By submitting the FAFSA, you give permission to release your 

information to the state aid agency. You cannot apply for financial aid 

without releasing this information.  

*What Counts as Income?  

• The Earned Income Credit is considered "untaxed income" on the 

FAFSA. Other types of untaxed income include retirement plan 

contributions made during the year and military food and housing 

allowances.  

• Taxable earnings from work-study jobs as well as any grant or 

scholarship monies that were reported on your income tax return are 

counted.  

• Prepaid tuition plans should be reported as assets on the FAFSA. 

 



*Listing Colleges and/or Career Schools 
 

While completing the FAFSA form, you must list at least one school to 
receive your information. The schools you list will use your FAFSA 
information to determine the types and amounts of aid you may 
receive. Use the Federal School Code Search to find the colleges 
you’re interested in including on your FAFSA form. 
For purposes of federal student aid, it does not matter in what order 
you list the schools. However, to be considered for state aid, 
some states require you to list schools in a particular order (for 
instance, you might need to list a state school first).   
You can list up to 10 schools online or in the mobile app or up to four 
schools on a FAFSA PDF. (You can add more schools to your FAFSA 
form later.) Schools you list on the application will automatically 
receive your FAFSA results electronically. 
Note: Schools will not be able to see which other schools you listed 
on your FAFSA form.  You should add any school that you plan on 
applying to, even if you haven't been accepted yet.  In most cases, 
once a school accepts you, they will then work on developing your 
aid offer. 

*Determining Your Dependency Status 
The FAFSA form asks a series of questions that determine whether 
you are a dependent or independent student for purposes of 
applying for federal student aid. If you are a dependent student, you 
must report parent information, as well as your own information, on 
your application.   
 

*Reporting Parents’ Information 
 

If you’re a dependent student, you’ll need to report parent 
information on your FAFSA form.  

 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fsc/#/SEARCH?locale=en_US
https://fafsa.ed.gov/spa/fsc/#/SEARCH?locale=en_US
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/taxonomy/term/137?width=300px&height=auto&className=glossaryterm&closeButton=true
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/correct-update#change-schools
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/correct-update#change-schools
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/glossary/independent-student?width=300px&height=auto&className=glossaryterm&closeButton=true


• If your parents are divorced or separated, the parent with whom 
you lived the most during the past 12 months is the parent 
responsible for filling out the FAFSA. This is not necessarily the 
parent who has legal custody. 

 

•  If the parent responsible for completing the FAFSA has 

remarried, the new spouse must report their income and assets on 

the FAFSA. Prenuptial agreements have no bearing on this 

requirement. 
 

*What to Do If Your Parents’ Marital Status Has Changed Since 
Taxes Were Filed 

 
Here are some tips for this type of situation: 

• The FAFSA form asks for marital status “as of today” (the day it’s 
filled out). So if the parent is married now but wasn’t in 2020 (and 
therefore didn’t file taxes as married), the spouse’s 2020 income 
will need to be added to the FAFSA form. 

• Similarly, if the parent filed 2020 taxes as married but is no longer 
married when filling out the FAFSA form, the spouse’s income will 
need to be subtracted. 

• And if the parent was married when filing 2020 taxes, then got 
divorced and is now married to someone else, there’s a bit more 
math to do: Subtract the ex’s income, then add the new spouse’s 
income. 

The FAFSA help text covers all these situations in more detail as 
you’re filling out the application. 

 

*Providing Financial Information 
 



The FAFSA form asks for financial information, including information 
from tax forms and balances of savings and checking accounts. 

• The 2022-23 FAFSA form, which will be available Oct. 1, 2021, will 
ask for 2020 tax information. 

Note: If your family’s financial situation has changed dramatically 
since filing taxes, you should complete the FAFSA questions as 
required, submit the FAFSA form, then contact the school you plan to 
attend and discuss your situation with the financial aid office. 

 

 

*Automatically Transferring Your Tax Information Using the 
Internal Revenue Service Data Retrieval Tool (IRS DRT) 

 
The IRS DRT automatically transfers tax information into the FAFSA 
form. Be sure to consider this option if it’s offered to you. 
 
Here’s how the IRS DRT process works, assuming your tax 
information is available: 

1. The IRS DRT takes you to the IRS website, where you’ll need to 
provide your name and other information exactly as you provided it 
on your tax return. Some information will be prepopulated from your 
FAFSA form. 

2. At the IRS site, you’ll see a page that indicates that your tax 
information is available. (For security and privacy protections, you 
won’t see the actual information.) You can choose to import your 
information into the FAFSA form, or you can cancel your request and 
return to the FAFSA site. 

3. If you choose to import your information into the FAFSA form, you’ll 
find that on the FAFSA site, instead of your tax information being 
displayed, you’ll see “Transferred from the IRS" in the appropriate 
fields. You won’t be able to make changes to those answers. 



 
Using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool saves you time and effort: 
-You don't have to find your tax records 
-You don't have to worry about making mistakes entering your tax 
information on your FAFSA form 
-You may not need to provide an IRS tax transcript or a signed copy of 
your income tax return if you are selected for verification 
 
Things to remember about using this option (DRT/Data Retrieval 
Tool): 
 

-Can I change the tax return information that I transfer into the FAFSA® form 
via the IRS DRT? 
No. Information you transfer via the IRS DRT can’t be changed. 
Remember, the information transferred is coming from your filed tax 
return, so it shouldn’t need to be changed. If your financial situation 
has changed or you filed an IRS Form 1040X amended return, contact 
the college’s financial aid office to discuss whether it would be 
appropriate for the school to adjust the information on your FAFSA 
form. 

-If I’ve transferred my tax return information into the FAFSA® form via the IRS 
DRT, and then decide I want to enter the information manually instead, can I 
clear the information that was transferred via the DRT? 
We strongly discourage clearing the information. The IRS DRT 
remains the fastest, most accurate way to input your tax return 
information into the FAFSA form. Additionally, using the IRS DRT to 
enter your tax information into the FAFSA form may reduce the 
amount of paperwork you need to provide to your school later. 

If, despite this, you still want to clear the information transferred via 
the IRS DRT and enter your tax information manually—and you 
haven’t submitted the application or correction yet—you can select 
the “Reset FAFSA” button at the top of the page (or in the menu at 



the upper right of the mobile app screen). Just know that by doing so, 
the entire application or correction will be cleared, and you will have 
to start the entire application or correction over again. 

-If I enter my tax information manually, will I be able to see it? 

Yes. Tax return information that’s entered manually will be visible on 
fafsa.gov, in the mobile app, and on your Student Aid Report. 

 

 

*Before You Submit Your FAFSA   

• Do not include anything with the form if you mail it; any enclosures 

will be destroyed. Likewise, do not write comments or notes in the 

margins of the form. If there are unusual family financial circumstances, 

you should contact the college’s or university’s financial aid 

administrator to ask for a professional judgment review.  

• Make a copy of the form before submitting it. You can print out your 

online FAFSA before you submit the application.  

• Submit the form on time. If you don't understand a question or are 

having trouble filling out the form, call the Federal Student Aid 

Information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243). 

 

 

*Signing and Submitting the FAFSA 

 
Before your FAFSA form can be processed, you’ll need to sign and 
submit the application. Here are some tips as you finish your FAFSA 
form: 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps/student-aid-report


• To ensure the application functions properly, make sure the pop-up 
blocker in your browser allows pop-ups from studentaid.gov.   

• Be sure to sign with your FSA ID (your username and password) so 
your FAFSA form will be processed as quickly as possible. (If you log 
in to the form by providing your FSA ID, you won’t be asked for it 
again when it’s time to sign. However, if you’re providing parent 
information, one of your parents will be required to sign your 
application.) 

• While your online FAFSA form will be processed much quicker if 
you (and your parent if you’re a dependent student) sign your 
FAFSA form with your FSA ID, you have the option to print out, sign, 
and mail in a signature page to the address listed on the page.   

• Once you see your confirmation page, you’ll know you’ve 
successfully submitted your FAFSA form. If you provided an email 
address on the form, you’ll automatically receive the confirmation 
page by email. There are a few differences between the emailed 
confirmation and the one you’ll see in the FAFSA form before 
exiting the application, so consider printing or saving your 
confirmation page before you exit. For example, the emailed 
confirmation won’t include the college graduation, retention, and 
transfer rates for schools you listed on your FAFSA form. 
  

 


